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their promotion or the character of their professional
work at court. Walter Kirkham left the court to do pastoral
work before becoming bishop. Henry Wengham spent
many years doing routine work in the Exchequer before
he was entrusted with diplomatic work and admitted into
the private councils of the king. His predecessor in
c the office of keeping the Seal, M. William of Kilkenny,
was a graduate of the schools, skilled in canon law, who
began his career as dericus regis, as proctor in difficult
ecclesiastical suits, and then became controller of the
Wardrobe. Silvester Everdon, Keeper of the Seal, from
1242 to 1277, on the other hand, worked consistently in
the chancery where he had begun as dericulm dericorum?
To these clerks, promotion came as a reward of faithful
service. Then again, Hugh and Jocelin of Wells, M.
Walter Bronescombe, M. Nicolas of Ely had had experi-
ence of ecclesiastical administrative work before they were
drawn into the royal service: their court experience was a
short interlude; and Hugh and Jocelin of Wells, and M.
Walter Bronescombe at least proceeded to accomplish work
in their dioceses, as bishops, for which their cathedrals
will always honourably remember their names.
Again, it is clear that a bishopric served as provision for
younger sons, or nephews, of the great administrative
families, as well as for impecunious relatives of the royal
family, Boniface and Aymer, the Poore brothers, Walter
Gray, William of Cornhill, William Brewer, Ralph
Neville, Geoffrey de Burgh and Thomas Blumville, M.
Walter Cantilupe, Hugh Pateshull, Fulk Bassett, M. Roger
Longespde, John Breton, and the Giffards are obvious ex-
amples. Again, however, the generalization does not take
us very far. For although it seems more than probable that
high social standing would influence the authority and
opinions of a bishop in many subtle but intangible ways,
little trace of such effects can be expected in chronicles or
records. It can only be pointed out that important family
connexions in a bishop-elect were regarded as a recom-
mendation. Yet a few casual incidents show how far
even good bishops allowed their opinions or actions to be
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